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Grab a RENTER’S GUIDE 
from one of our newsstands 
around campus before they 
are all gone!
NANCY CONWAY, editor in chief of the Salt Lake Tribune, visited USU’s campus Tuesday 
and quelled fears of journalism students saying that newspapers are alive and well. The Salt Lake 
Tribunes readership has increased due to online subscriptions. ALISON OSTLER photo
1
 Salt Lake Tribune editor in chief Nancy Conway 
paid a visit to USU Tuesday to speak to students inter-
ested in journalism. Her comments centered on the 
future of the news industry, job opportunities and the 
role of journalism in democracy.
 “The death of newspapers is a myth,” Conway said.  
“We are not folding up the print shop or going out of 
business as many have predicted … we do have our 
challenges, but we have more than a fighting chance.”
 Conway said in the last 20 years, about 15 news-
papers have closed down in Utah. However, with the 
advent of online newspapers, general readership is 
higher than ever. She said new technologies such as 
smart phones, Kindles and social media have created 
a diverse set of venues for accessing and distributing 
news.
 “This is where newspapers come in,” she said. 
“People still want news they can trust brought to them 
by professional, reliable and credible news organiza-
tions like ours.”
 She said professional news organizations not only 
tell the news, but also put it into context.
 Journalism department head Ted Pease, who invit-
ed Conway to come and speak, said he, like Conway, 
believes journalism is about finding and relaying reli-
able information on issues that affect people’s lives.
 “The delivery systems are changing,” he said, “but 
the central function of the newspaper as a reporting 
and information-gathering mechanism is not, and it’s 
as essential to society as it’s ever been.”
 Conway said she believes journalism is absolutely 
essential to a functioning democracy.
 “The Salt Lake Tribune takes its watchdog role 
very seriously,” she said. “We see legislature and the 
government coverage that we do as as our single most 
important coverage. Our entire staff is engaged in that 
coverage.”
 Pease said without press acting as a watchdog on 
politicians and other people in power, people often 
don’t know what’s happening until it’s too late.
 “That’s a pretty important service,” he said. “If 
 Students are likely to be hit with 
an increase of tuition and student 
fees totaling around $400 annually 
in the fall.
       The proposed increase is due to 
a 4 percent climb in Tier II tuition 
as well as a 2.68 percent jump in 
student body fees. The 
changes, which were 
decided by the Tier II 
tuition board and the 
university student fee 
board, will be accom-
panied by a 5 percent 
increase in Tier I 
tuition, which is decid-
ed by the Utah Board of 
Regents if the decision 
is passed.
       James Morales, 
Student Services vice 
president and the only 
non-student member 
of the student fee board, said the 
increase is very reasonable com-
pared to other universities.
       “It’s about $390 a year, which is 
significant, but it’s not thousands of 
dollars,” Morales said. “I’ve heard of 
increases as large as 28 percent. A 9 
percent increase on an already very 
low tuition is not bad.”
       Morales said Tier II tuition is 
decided by the university, and com-
bined with Tier I tuition, which is 
decided by the state and applied to 
all state funded universities, makes 
up the total amount of tuition paid 
by students. The primary purpose 
of Tier II tuition, he said, is to sup-
port student initiatives, compensate 
the institution and defray all the 
costs associated with higher edu-
cation. The Tier II 
tuition board, which 
consists mainly 
of ASUSU student 
officers, works in 
conjunction with 
the university presi-
dent and Board of 
Trustees to go over 
the school’s budget 
and propose changes 
in tuition each 
January.
       “What’s trou-
bling this year is that 
the state support 
that comes to us has been declin-
ing,” Morales said. “At this point it 
represents only about 27 percent of 
the total budget.”
 Morales said while many stu-
dents may believe that their tuition 
is covering the cost for their educa-
tion, that just isn’t the case. Only 
16 percent of the school’s budget 
comes from tuition. The rest comes 
from grants, which make up 34 per-
cent, private donations, auxiliary 
services such as the bookstore and 
various other sources which total up 
to 23 percent.
 Spencer Baily, a voting member 
of the student fee board, said the 
slight increase in student fees was 
primarily used to cover the growing 
cost of programs already in place, 
citing specifically an increase in 
funding for the Aggie Shuttle.
       “Our No. 1 priority was whether 
or not the fees would be burden-
some to students,” Baily said. “The 
only new fee that was created was 
the Blue Goes Green fee and that 
was voted on by the general student 
population.”
       Baily also said that all increases 
were appropriate and moderate 
Board proposes tuition and student fee hikes
BREE ARNOLD (RIGHT), a junior in marketing, speaks with Ashlyn Mellor at the Registrar’s Office in the TSC. Students 
may see a 9 percent overall increase in tuition as well as a 2.68 percent increase in student fees. LAUREN BROTHERSEN photo






Display to present U.S. national debt issue
-See NATION, page 2
-See CONWAY, page 3
 In response to concerns with national debt, the Young 
Americans for Liberty will put a 40-foot-long display of the 
approximate amount of national debt on the TSC Patio in 
hopes that students will realize the severity of the number, 
which is climbing steadily toward $15 trillion.
 The setup will be viewable on Thursday, March 31 and 
Friday, April 1. Students from YAL will be outside offering 
further information on national debt to passersby.
 “We hope that the students, f irst of all, just understand the 
scope of national debt and realize that the most simple way 
to put it is the federal government has just grown so large it 
meddles in people’s everyday lives on so many levels where it 
wasn’t originally intended to,” said David Nilson, USU’s YAL 
chapter president. “The government has gotten way too big, 
and way too intrusive.”
 YAL is a national organization and 75 universities that sup-
port this organization throughout the country will participate 
in the creation of campus debt clocks to help students under-
stand the true issue U.S. spending is, Nilson said.
 The College Republicans are also in support of this attempt 
to create awareness, said chairman Terry Camp, who said 
Utah Sen. Orrin Hatch and Rep. Mike Lee recently proposed a 
balanced budget amendment be implemented to check federal 
spending. Camp said he believes Utah politicians are going in 
the right direction to improve the current debt increase.
 “The balanced budget amendment would make it so the 
federal government had to balance its books so it wouldn’t 
spend more than it was bringing in in revenue,” Camp said. 
“This budget would cap the GDP spending at 18 percent. Now 
we are spending at about 25 percent. If we continue increasing 
this we are never going to pay off the debt.”
By MIKE BURNHAM
staff writer
-See PERCENT, page 3
“I’ve heard of 
increases as 
large as 28 per-
cent. A 5 percent 
increase on an 
already very low 
tuition is not 
bad. ”
– James Morales, 
Student Services VP
 Angela Sherwood, YAL member, said the 
federal government is essentially creating 
money it does not have, which leaves a large 
burden on current young people. Government 
is using tax payers’ dollars or money that does 
not exist to fix the problem, she said. Sherwood 
said she does not believe students understand 
this is happening or consider the consequences 
this may have on their futures.
 “People will walk by (the patio debt clock) 
and think ‘Oh that’s our debt; that’s a big 
number,’ and keep walking,” Sherwood said. “I 
hope they realize what trillions of dollars really 
is. We need to realize what the government is 
doing, what they are spending.”
 USU’s College Democrat chair Laura 
Anderson, also agrees students need to become 
aware of how they can do their part in reduc-
ing the national debt. It is important to vote on 
political officers who will support f inancially 
responsible programs, she said. Cutting back 
on some programs and keeping those that are 
necessary is one step toward reducing the debt, 
Anderson said.
 “Mainly, the only way we are going to 
decrease the debt is look at our tax system, 
adjust how we can more efficiently be taxing 
people,” Anderson said.
 In essence, every individual in the U.S. owes 
the government $45,000 to fix the national 
debt issue, Nilson said. He said one way to 
improve the nation’s f inancial circumstance 
is to cut programs that he believes should not 
necessarily be the federal government’s con-
cern.
 “A lot of people really get f ired up about 
getting rid of Social Security and Medicaid or 
Medicare,” Nilson said. “I think those are fine, 
but I don’t think it’s the federal government’s 
role to even touch those arenas, so if those are-
nas are going to exist they need to be voluntary, 
so it will be used for those who need it.”
 Though Camp said he believes the majority 
of Utah government leaders are fiscally respon-
sible, he believes legislators and Congress at 
large are setting today’s youth up to deal with a 
heavy burden.
 “Students aren’t aware that legislature and 
congress are mortgaging our futures,” he said. 
“It’s almost immoral for politicians to spend 
more than we’re bringing in.”
 The main goal for YAL producing a campus 
national debt clock is to raise awareness of pub-
lic debt, mainly regarding why it is so large and 
what the money digging the debt is spent on, 
Nilson said. He also hopes it will create activ-
ism and educate students about what they can 
do to individually to reduce the national debt.
 “The best thing to do is, of course, elect 
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USU expects Herbert 
for ribbon cutting
 Utah State University’s Center 
for Women and Gender celebrates 
Women’s History Month with a 
Student Showcase paying tribute to 
the women who have taken action to 
help create a better world.
 USU students submitted aca-
demic works relating to the national 
Women’s History Month theme “Our 
History is Our Strength.” All works 
are on display April 5 in the Merrill-
Cazier Library, Room 101 from 4 - 7 
p.m.  All are welcome to attend.
 “Realizing the importance of 
women’s work and how it shaped 
history is something we hope this 
showcase will accomplish, as well as 
helping students see how their own 
contributions will shape women’s 
futures,” said  Ann Austin, direc-
tor of the Center for Women and 
Gender.
 Works are judged by USU fac-
ulty according to quality, creativity 
and relation to theme. Winners are 
announced April 1. A $150 cash 
award is given for the top submis-
sions in categories that include visual 
arts, written works, performance 
arts, social science and technology.  
A People’s Choice Award is given for 
one work. To vote for the People’s 
Choice Award, fill out the survey 
online.
 Utah Gov. Gary Herbert will visit 
Utah State University Wednesday, 
March 30, to sign House Bill 57 and 
House Bill 4. The signing takes plac-
es at 12:30 p.m., at the University 
Inn, Sonne Board Room, 508, on the 
USU campus.
 House Bill 57, sponsored by Rep. 
John G. Mathis, allows for the devel-
opment of the first doctoral-level 
veterinary program in the state. 
The bill received strong bipartisan 
support in both the senate and the 
house.
 House Bill 4 is the General 
Obligations and Bonds 
Authorizations bill, sponsored by 
Rep. Gage Froerer, that provides 
funding for a new business build-
ing and a new Tooele Applied 
Technology College building located 
on USU land on the USU Tooele 
Education corridor.
 The new doctor of veterinary 
medicine program, which has 
been in the works for more than 
three years, creates a partnership 
between USU and Washington State 
University. Students in the program 
spend the first two years at USU and 
finish their last two years, including 
clinical studies, at WSU.
 Once signed into law by the gov-
ernor, the new DVM program will 
accept 30 students each year - 20 
state residents and 10 nonresidents. 
Following the governor’s signature, 
the program begins accepting appli-




 After painstaking collection of brine 
shrimp from Utah’s Great Salt Lake and 
days of careful lab measurements, Utah 
State University student Erin Fleming 
was puzzled.
 “We raised an entirely new question 
with our research than what we started 
with,” says Fleming, College of Natural 
Resources Peak Prize Undergraduate 
Researcher of the Year. “But that’s how 
science goes. That’s why the world needs 
more scientists.”
 With Watershed Sciences faculty 
mentor Wayne Wurtsbaugh, Fleming 
investigated a possible link between 
GSL brine shrimp and alarmingly high 
levels of toxic mercury found in migra-
tory waterfowl that feed, rest and breed 
in the vast ecosystem. The University 
Undergraduate Research Fellow pres-
ents her findings at USU’s 2011 Spring 
Runoff Conference March 29-30.
 “Brine shrimp are known to be a sig-
nificant part of the birds’ diet,” she says. 
“If the shrimp are contaminated with 
mercury and passing it on to waterfowl, 




 To kick off Research Week 
2011, nominees from five USU col-
leges met with their supporters in 
the library on Monday to honor 
the first-ever recipient of the 
International Professor of the Year 
Award.
 The inaugural winner of the 
International Professor of the Year 
Award was Wynn Walker of civil 
and environmental engineering. 
Associate vice president of inter-
national research DeeVon Bailey 
said he was pleased to have the 
opportunity to recognize some of 
the outstanding researchers from 
Utah State that benefit both USU 
and communities abroad.    
 “This is indeed a pleasure and 
anyone who knows Wynn, knows 
that Wynn is a lot of fun as well as 
being one of the most competent 
people you’ve ever met,” Bailey 
said. “His credentials illustrate 
that he is a premier international 
researcher and one of USU’s pri-
mary international ambassadors.”
 Bailey said Walker has been 
active in international develop-
ment work for more than 35 years. 
He has done research in more than 
20 countries in the Middle East, 
Asia and Northern Africa in the 
field of irrigation engineering. 
 Walker said he has been teach-
ing at USU for 31 years and is cur-
rently a professor and associate 
dean for academic affairs in the 
College of Engineering.
 “Besides Dr. Walker’s widely 
known publications, he was pri-
mary in a number of landmark 
programs originated at USU that 
have highly impacted interna-
tional development,” Bailey said, 
quoting Dr. Richard Allen of 
the University of Idaho. “Wynn 
Walker has been the international 
face of Utah State University over 
the last 30 years.”
 Walker has taught for 41 years 
total and mentored 17 Ph.D. stu-
dents as their major professor, 
Bailey said. Now some of his men-
tees have achieved high-level gov-
ernmental and academic status.
 Bailey said he and his students 
have facilitated advancements 
in irrigation design and technol-
ogy in several countries, thereby 
increasing the international vis-
ibility of USU. This is important, 
he said, because it has increased 
international opportunities for 
many other professors at the uni-
versity.
 “Frankly, I don’t have very 
many things on my resume that 
weren’t the result of a lot of other 
folks – students and colleagues,” 
Walker said. “I’m really uncom-
fortable with this. These other 
gentlemen you heard about seem 
to (have) made more contribution 
that me.”
 Walker’s credit went to the 
other four nominees who were 
introduced at the ceremony, Karl 
White of the College of Education, 
Layne Coppock of the College of 
Natural Resources, Ron Munger 
Engineering professor wins new award
By DAN SMITH
news senior writer
WYNN WALKER, professor of civil and environmental engineering, received the International Professor of the Year 
Award for his research on irrigation. Walker has been teaching for a total of 41 years. ANI MIRZAKHANYAN photo
Nation: Amendment could help Utah balance budget 
 -continued from page 1
THE NATIONAL DEBT CLOCK can be viewed online, and shows the way in which U.S. debt is 
rapidly increasing. The Young Americans for Liberty (YAL) hope to grab students’ attention with a large 
display of the national debt on the TSC Patio. The debt amount will be viewable on March 31 and April 
1.
of the College of Agriculture and 
Terry Glover of the Huntsman 
School of Business.
 The international work each 
professor has done was high-
lighted and they were all given an 
opportunity to stand up and speak 
to the audience about their acco-
lades.
 “International research is an 
important component of USU’s 
mission,” said vice president 
for research Brent Miller. “This 
award is a validation of that long-
standing legacy. As a land grant 
university, USU is charged with 
providing research solutions for 
the citizens of the state of Utah.”
 Those who have lived in Utah 
for a while, Miller said, should be 
aware of how “possessive” the Utah 
Legislature is about the university 
being “Utah-centric.” A lot of the 
things researchers do on-campus, 
however, are applicable in coun-
tries around the world.
 “Water management strategies 
that are used in the Sevier River 
Basin are being used in Senegal,” 
Miller said. “Education practices 
that are developed in West Jordan, 
here in Utah, could also be shared 
in Amman, Jordan. The things 
that our faculty do here should 
not be only provincial in the state 
of Utah, they should have a vision 
that includes the whole world.”
 He said each year the award will 
be given to alternating areas, start-
ing with international research, 
technical assistance and creative 
activities in the odd-numbered 
years and then in even-numbered 
years the award will be given in 
recognition of educational teach-
ing innovations in international 
research.
 A panel of eight peers, each 
representing one of the colleges 
at USU, was chosen to elect the 
winner of the award from the five 
professors who were nominated. 
Bailey said vice provost of inter-
national education Mary Hubbard 
will participate in the development 
of next year’s award reception.
 “Dr. Walker’s work and legacy 
of research and education to 
improve the world’s water effi-
ciency,” Bailey said, “continue to 
place USU at the forefront of inter-
national development issues. He’s 
a very deserving recipient of this 
year’s inaugural award.”
 Research Week 2011 continues 
through April 1 with a faculty 
author exhibition in the Merrill-
Cazier Library Wednesday after-
noon, a graduate student research 
symposium on Thursday and a 
research workshop day on Friday. 
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considering the economic 
conditions
 Brent Crosby, ASUSU 
executive vice president 
and chairman of the Tier II 
tuition committee, said while 
the increases were moderate, 
he thought “poorly” of them.
       “I hate to see the burden 
be placed on the backs of 
students too much,” he said. 
“Ultimately, tuition is going 
to go up and the quality 
of education is going to go 
down.”
       Despite the tuition hikes, 
it won’t be enough to com-
pensate for the loss of state 
funding, Crosby said.
       “Professors are going to 
be losing their job, class sizes 
are going to grow,” he said.
       Crosby said that the 
primary reason for a lack 
of funding from the state is 
the economic downturn the 
past few years. Because two-
thirds of the schools funding 
comes from tax dollars, when 
people aren’t making as much 
money schools don’t receive 
as much. Crosby also said 
that tuition is raised annu-
ally, and unfortunately, usu-
ally outpaces inf lation.
       “I would say that this 
year we’ve raised it a little 
bit more than usual,” he 
said. “I hate to say it, but it 
could have been a lot worse 
with the way the economy is 
doing.”
       Crosby also urged stu-
dents to get informed and 
get involved. It’s a common 
belief in Utah, he said, that 
the state government is not 
spending enough on public or 
higher education, a view that 
he strongly agrees with.
       “There is a sentiment in 
the legislature right now that 
because we’re subsidizing 
degrees that people wont nec-
essarily use for their job, such 
as a drama degree, that we’re 
wasting money,” he said. “I 
absolutely do not believe 
that’s true.”
       If passed, the tuition and 
fee increases will take effect 
fall 2011.
– mike.burnham@gmail.com




     USU Eastern was the only institution of higher education 
snubbed by the legislature in terms of buildings or one-time 
funding. Administrators hoped funding would be granted for 
the long-standing request for an art and education building to 
replace its music and theatre buildings that are listed as some 
of the state’s most dangerous in terms of structural decay.
 “Yes, these facilities need to be replaced; however the 
work we do is outstanding and we will continue to do what 
we do best. … The one thing which may change this would be 
complete failure of the Geary Facility and according to the 
state experts, it is not that unlikely that we would lose the 
Music building and/or the Geary Theatre in a natural disaster 
situation. We can only hope no one is in the building,” USU 
Eastern theater instructors Grady McEvoy and Corey Ewan 
wrote in a combined statement.
 The statement continues,“It is always disheartening that 
we are constantly overlooked. ... Given where we are now, it 
is unlikely we will be considered until the college enrollment 
doubles, we find external funds to help match or at least 
incentivize the legislature to look our way, and we can show 
community support via fund raising and outcry.”
 The statement said although numbers at CEU-USU suggest 
growth, the institution is still struggling in comparison to 
other institutions of higher education in Utah.
 “We struggle competing with other institutions because we 
have so little to offer in terms of money,” the statement reads.
 “We have a great deal to offer in terms of opportunity, 
quality, potential and program advancement given the merger 
with USU. The powers that be, apparently do not consider 
quality, potential or opportunity in the funding process. They 
will always rely on numbers and the bottom line. … Perhaps 
part of our struggle is the fact that our facilities are constantly 
in the news about how run down and poor they are.”
 The legislature agreed to fund seven buildings and a land 
purchase in its state-funded building projects. This included 
a $31.6 million Davis classroom building for Weber State 
University in Layton. The 110,000-square-foot building will 
add 30 classrooms, essentially doubling Weber’s Layton cam-
pus.
 The legislature provided $25 million for a state hospital 
consolidation, $14 million for a USU Business Building addi-
tion, $10 million for a Tooele Applied Tech college campus, 
$12.8 million for a Washington County Veteran’s Nursing 
Home and a Utah County Nursing Home, $5 million for an 
Archives and DATC warehouse and $3 million for the Salt 
Lake Community College Herriman land purchase. This 
totaled $101 million.
 Lawmakers offered bonds for several state building proj-
ects, including $10 million for USU, $7.5 million for an ath-
letics practice facility and $2.5 million for Art Barn renova-
tions. Bonds were approved for the University of Utah’s South 
Jordan Hospital, which will be purchased for $66 million, 
and Healthcare Medical Service Building, as well as for their 
Athletic Center expansion and the U of U Ambulatory Care 
Complex parking.
 Utah Valley University can bond $40 million for a Student 
Wellness Building and $8 million for a parking structure. 
Snow College can bond $15.7 million for student housing, and 
bond amounts totaling $228 million, including the amounts 
listed above, were also approved for other projects across the 
state.
 The legislature approved consolidating funding for the 
University of Utah’s health sciences and added $2.3 million in 
one-time funds, as well as one-time funds totaling more than 
$2.5 million for USU’s animal sciences and music department 
and Southern Utah’s Shakespearean festival.
 Operating and maintenance funding was given to the 
University of Utah, Utah Valley University, Dixie State and the 
Salt Lake Community College for various buildings and com-
plexes.




STUDENTS GATHER TO DANCE in the TSC International Lounge for a 50-minute groove session put on by the Humanities and 
Social Sciences (HASS) college for HASS week.  CARL R. WILSON photo
daily newspapers failed, that 
would have many dire implica-
tions for all of us, not just jour-
nalists, but citizens who depend 
on them to make informed deci-
sions in a participatory democ-
racy.”
 Conway cited the passage and 
repeal of house bill 477 as an 
example of when journalists are 
needed to inform citizens about 
the legislature’s actions.  
 “If you care about commu-
nity, if you care about country, if 
you care about democracy, you 
have to care about journalism,” 
she said.
 In a question and answer 
session following her lecture, 
Conway spoke about job oppor-
tunities in the new industry. She 
said the most important things 
students can do to prepare is 
improve their writing skills. She 
also said it is helpful to have 
done multiple internships and 
to have as much practical experi-
ence as possible.
 As a final note, Conway said 
students must be prepared to 
receive angry letters, phone calls 
and death threats if they plan to 
continue in journalism.  
 “We are far from perfect,” 
she said. “Sometimes we don’t 
get the whole story. Sometimes 
we don’t tell it in a balanced way. 
Sometimes we don’t follow up 
the way we would. But however 
long the list of our inadequacies 
or our screw-ups, it is better to 
have us than not to have us. The 
press is part and parcel of what 
keep this community, our state 
and our country free.”
 Broadcast journalism major 
Lacey Haggan said she felt the 
visit was very helpful to her as a 
student.
 “She gave a lot of great 
insight on what goes on behind 
the scenes with the Salt Lake 
Conway: Editor shares tips 
applicable to eager reporters
  -continued from page 1
Percent: Student officer believes 
education quality may decrease
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Theater students bring 
English classes to life
Professors must ‘publish or perish’
Through the eyes of 
invisible children
THE UNIVERSITY PRESS IS a publishing resource for teachers who complete research on topics related to their field. In order to 
progress, professors must do research and publish frequently. JON LARSEN photo
 In English classes at USU, students often sit 
down as a class to read and study a play, but it is 
unusual for the class to have the opportunity to 
see the play in action.
 Liz Gabbitas, a sophomore in theater with an 
emphasis in directing, has organized a group of 
theater students to travel to USU English classes 
and perform excerpts from the plays the students 
are studying. She calls it the dramatic literature 
project.
 Gabbitas contacts teachers and asks them what 
kind of plays their students will be reading for 
the semester. She then starts putting together a 
group of theater students who will go to respective 
English classes and perform a part of the dialogue 
for the students.
 This year they have performed scenes from 
“Death of a Salesman” by Arthur Miller, “Mrs. 
Warren’s profession” by George Bernard Shaw 
and a few of Shakespeare’s works, including 
“Macbeth,” “Othello” and “The Tempest.” 
Gabbitas said they had five different performanc-
es last semester and 11 set up for this semester.
 “It’s actually a lot of work for just me, so I’m 
trying to get the whole thing more organized right 
now,” Gabbitas said.
 Michaela Burt, sophomore in theater, said after 
they perform a scene, the actors discuss with the 
class how they think theater is intrinsically dif-
ferent than normal literature. They talk about the 
political and economic background of when the 
play was written and how it’s relavent today.
 “We discuss the choices the actors and direc-
tors made, and how it made the play different 
from when they were just reading it,” she said.
 Susan Ballif, a senior in theater who has direct-
ed some of the projects, said, “Plays are written to 
be seen. There are spoken moments in text that 
don’t necessarily come through in just reading. 
The dialogue and action put you in the moment of 
a person’s decision, and you can experience that 
moment with them.”
 Burt said theater has always been pushing for 
social change. To her, it is the playwright’s way of 
speaking out.
 “There are things in the world that need to 
be talked about, so we do our best to get those 
ideas out there, by creating moments for people to 
watch,” Burt said.
 The whole idea started when Gabbitas was 
bored in high school English class, and said they 
were studying some great plays.
 “I remember thinking that these lines were 
meant to be seen and heard,” she said. “So I asked 
my teacher in high school if I could put together a 
scene and perform it for the class. She said yes and 
it ended up being really fun, so I brought the same 
idea to Utah State.”
 The students who participate in these projects 
believe it is important to see action created instead 
of just imagining it.
 “It’s easier to remember things you’ve seen 
and heard,” Burt said. “Apparently, 80 percent of 
what you remember is related to some form of 
movement. Through action, words will become so 
much more meaningful and real.”  
 She said to her, the playwrights aren’t just old 
dead poets. The things they wrote are relevant to 
today. The students want to make sure that’s com-
THEATER STUDENTS REHEARSE as part of a new effort to perform the plays English majors 
study in their classrooms. The program is also trying to get the funding to perform in Cache Valley high 
schools. ARMEN HOVSEPYAN photo
 Beyond teaching responsibilities, those in academia have an 
expectation to publish research on a yearly basis. Utah State 
University Press director Michael Spooner said the attitude is 
often expressed in the phrase, “publish or perish.” Spooner said 
often, faculty jobs depend on getting research into print.
 Since any one publisher can only cover a finite set of fields, 
USU’s press focuses on certain fields, like folklore and western 
history, that “ represent the university, (these fields) reflect the 
university’s strengths,” Spooner said.            
Jeff Broadbent, associate vice president for research, said, “We are 
a land grant university. Part of our mission is to translate discov-
ery into practice, applied research.”
 Faculty Research Week “is a way to raise the visibility and 
importance of research in the university,” Broadbent, also a dairy 
microbiology professor, said.
 In addition to presentations and lectures, the week includes 
the presentation of the D. Wynne Thorne Career Research Award, 
which the university website states “is given to an individual on 
the USU campus who has completed outstanding research in his 
or her career. Nominees are evaluated for the significance and 
quality of their research and creative achievement and recogni-
tion by national and international experts.”
 This year’s winner of the D. Wynne Thorne Career Research 
Award is David Lancy, professor of anthropology. Lancy’s 
research has produced a lengthy list of published work, including 
his recent piece “The Anthropology of Learning in Childhood.”
 Lancy said research deals with the “never considered before.” 
With a focus on children and anthropology, he said he likes to 
attack the “sacred cows” of our ideas about children and our 
culture, which can seem very odd when viewed from a different 
perspective. Lancy has traveled with his research, usually one trip 
a year, both around the U.S. and internationally. Last year his 
research took him to Madagascar.
 Broadbent said faculty attendance of conferences is also an 
important part of research.
 “You have to go to conferences to remain up to date on 
research trends and to have interaction with research before it is 
even in a paper or a book. To be engaged it is inevitable to travel,” 
he said. “One of the unexpected pleasures of being a professor is 
to go to a lot of great places and meet a few people.”
 The expectation for faculty to conduct research and to get that 
research published is intensified by the yearly meetings non-ten-
ure staff have with professors of above rank to discuss the accom-
plishments of the year before.
 Publication with a university press is a lengthy process. USU’s 
press has three full-time employees and churns out 15-20 new 
titles a year. Spooner said after an in-house review of a new manu-
script and a peer review, the manuscript is read by a specialist 
in the field. Surviving that, the manuscript is reviewed by the 
Scholarly Publications Committee, which is, in function, an edito-
rial board.
 Christine Cooper-Rompato, assistant English professor, pub-
lished her first book “The Gift of Tongues: Women’s Xenoglossia 
in the Later Middle Ages last year.” As part of faculty research 
week she is giving a presentation on her book March 30 at 5:30 
p.m.
 Cooper-Rompato was published at Pennsylvania State’s 
University Press in 2010. After a request for the full manuscript, 
it went out to readers to collect suggestions, and then after revis-
ing it was resent to readers. Cooper-Rompato said her book was 
read by many families and friends, and even her undergraduate 
teaching fellow aided in revisions by cross-checking the book’s 
entire bibliography.
 Cooper-Rompato said the book is a better product because of 
all the hands it went through. The length of the time from her 
original idea almost 10 years ago to publication illustrates the 
amount of work involved. Now that her first book is a reality, 
Cooper-Rompato said she  is already researching and developing 
ideas for another one. Meanwhile, she continues to write articles 
By GENEVIEVE DRAPER
staff writer
-See PUBLISH, page 5
 It’s 2003. Three adventure-seeking Americans in their 20s 
crouch low underneath a door frame so short that it would 
hardly permit Yoda to enter.
 But that is a comparison we would only know for certain 
if Yoda had, like the young men, been in Uganda at the time, 
looking for good movie material.
 Once inside, Laren Poole, Jason Russell and Bobby Bailey 
listen to the story of three native boys with thick accents. 
The boys tell of their fear of going to sleep for yet another 
night. When pressed for a reason why, Tony, one of the boys, 
reluctantly explains how a local organization called the Lord’s 
Resistance Army (LRA) seeks to steal children during the 
night to forcibly enlist them in an army comprised of any-
where from 300 to 500 child soldiers.
 A look into the TSC Auditorium between 8 and 9 p.m. 
March 2 would have shown these scenes up close and person-
al, when students had the opportunity to see the film “Tony,” 
a production meant to reveal the harsh and true realities of 
tyrannical oppression in an eastern region of Africa.
 The film was a product of Invisible Children, an organiza-
tion that began in 2005, just two years after Poole, Russell 
and Bailey learned of the crisis in Uganda.
 Combating such oppression is a cause that Invisible 
Children members such as Saith Riley said they have felt 
“blessed” to be a part of.
 “Just getting involved is a great blessing to see and hear 
all the efforts of individuals around the world,” said Riley, 
Invisible Children main office manager.
 As is the case with all members of Invisible Children, Riley 
initially joined the crew as a “Roadie,” without pay, as stan-
dard.
 “Roadies” are among the minority of applicants chosen to 
represent the organization by traveling across the country to 
present the film and the harsh realities to colleges and high 
schools.
 Riley joined when she was swept by a wave of compassion 
for the east African people after viewing an earlier production 
of Invisible Children called “Rough Tide” at Kennesaw State 
University in Georgia in 2006.
 “I was incredibly touched by it,” she said. “I cried a lot. 
From that point forward, I had to take action.”
 Angwech Collines, member of Invisible Children and 
spokesperson at the event, has experienced the very things the 
film portrayed. Collines said years ago she lost her sister when 
her cousin, who had been reclaimed from the child soldier 
coalition but thrust back into society without any rehabilita-
tion training, f ired at Collines’ sister after having a joke said 
against her.
 Such are the mindsets in Kony`s depersonalizing, robotic 
program. It was a system that Collines, who is now 21 and 
attends college in Uganda, hardly wanted to be a part of.
 “During that time I lived in so much in fear of being 
abducted, knowing how much they killed,” said Collines after 
the film ended at the TSC. “It was so hard. We slept on the 
streets, in the jungle, in refugee camps. It has been so differ-
ent to go to school now.”
By KATE MARSHALL
staff writer
-See THEATER, page 5
By RHETT WILKINSON
staff writer
-See UGANDA, page 6
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An Award for USU Employees & Students
Weight Watcher advocates, Amy Kitch 
and Carolyn Krebs, both feel that Weight 
Watchers has not only been a way to lose 
weight but that it was a change in personal 
lifestyle. 
 Kitch said, “ I am happy that I joined 
Weight Watchers. A lot of people think that 
it’s just another one of ‘those diets’ but for 
me it really was a lifestyle change.” 
 She said that she had tried a lot of differ-
ent types of weight-loss routines in the past 
and nothing really seemed to work. After 
seeing the success that some of her friends 
had found with Weight Watchers, Kitch 
decided to join the program on campus. She 
said, “Joining Weight Watchers has been a 
really,really, great experience.”
    Krebs said, “ I decided that I couldn’t do it 
on my own and that I needed the group sup-
port and more accountability.” 
 With the help from her friend and co-
worker Peggy Copper, she said she feels she 
has been able to make her healthier lifestyle 
a habit. Krebs feels that the Weight Watchers 
program on campus is a great benefit. After 
trying Weight Watchers in town, she said the 
smaller group size at USU and the instructor 
makes all the difference in her experience. 
    Kitch said her healthier lifestyle has affect-
ed every aspect of her life. 
 She said, “ A lot of what you do in you job 
is confidence in what you do and how you 
feel about yourself.” 
 She said this added boost of confidence is 
only one of the many side effects of her new 
lifestyle. She feels that by changing the way 
that she eats she has also changed  the way 
her family eats.  Kitch said, “[ My experience 
with Weight Watchers has] changed my fami-
ly’s lifestyle a little bit as well.”
    Krebs feels that being healthy can have a 
huge effect on a person’s ability to cope with 
stress whether it’s personal or work-related. 
 She said, “[Exercise] just changes your 
whole attitude.” Along with helping her cope 
with the stress of daily life Krebs feels like 
being healthy has allowed and encouraged 
her to do more. She said, “ [Exercise] really 
changes you attitude 
and makes you feel 
better. It also makes 
you feel like you’re 
doing something 
positive for yourself.” 
    Kitch’s advice for 
those who would like 
to make a change in 
their lifestyle would 
be to “stick with it.” 
She said, “At first 
it’s very overwhelm-
ing and you feel like 
you’re never going to get there but, you do see a 
gradual change.”
    Krebs also advises that if a person “needs help 
getting back on track, [you] need to find someone 
that can help you get on track.” She feels that the 
key of becoming healthier is having someone else 
there to support you. 
    For those that would like to make a lifestyle 
change, Krebs and Kitch feel that through setting 
goals and helping each other you can become a 
healthier and happier person.
Watch for more awards each month!
For nominations, please contact:
caroline.shugart@usu.edu
March Inspire Me Award 
Amy Kitch, Carolyn Krebs
CHaSS Week event
Thursday, March 31:
Alumni Night Open House is 
in the Taggart Center, not the 
Alumni Center. 6 p.m.
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Pancakes for breakfast, lunch and even for dinner
 I never liked pancakes 
when I was younger. 
Now I can’t get enough 
of them. Pancakes for 
breakfast. Pancakes for 
dinner. Pancakes any-
time I want something 
warm, fast and satisfying. 
Why the change? I’ve 
been wondering the same thing.
 I think I just hadn’t discovered the whole 
world of pancakes waiting for me outside of 
the classic buttermilk-with-maple-syrup IHOP 
special. Don’t get me wrong, I like those too, 
but now that I know about oatmeal pancakes 
and cornmeal pancakes and even pancakes 
with ricotta cheese in them, there’s no going 
back.
 And don’t even get me started on all the 
glorious sugary and buttery things you can top 
them with. Or if you’re trying to be healthy, all 
the fresh fruity and nutty and peanut buttery 
things you can top them with. Either way, you 
should think about rediscovering pancakes. 
I’m glad I did. It’s definitely gotten me out of 
a few “what should we have for dinner?” con-
versations.
Here are my five tips for perfect pancakes:
 1. When you’re making the batter, do not 
over-mix it! Lumps are your friend. Over-
mixed dough will result in chewy, dense 
pancakes with no springiness or fluff. Stir with 
a whisk or wooden spoon just until the ingre-
dients form a batter. No more.
 2. If you want really fluffy pancakes, here’s 
a trick: Separate your eggs. Add the yolks to 
the batter when it says to add the eggs, but 
put the whites in another bowl. Beat them 
until they become fluffy and peaks start to 
form, then gently fold them into the batter at 
the very end.
 3. When you’re ready to cook them, heat 
the skillet to medium. No higher than that. 
The trick to cooking your pancakes just right 
is patience. Letting them cook longer on 
a lower heat makes it more likely that the 
middle will get done before the outsides get 
burnt. It’s worth the wait. Trust me.
 4. Use melted butter to coat the skillet 
before you add the batter. Not oil. Not short-
ening. Not spray grease. If you use real butter 
your pancakes will be slightly crispy 
with a buttery flavor. If you use oil 
and grease they will taste fried like 
funnel cakes.
 5. Before you start cooking 
your pancakes, heat your oven to 
about 175 degrees. As the pancakes 
finish cooking, put them on a baking 
sheet and keep them in the warm 
oven. That way you can sit down to a pile of 
hot pancakes after you’re finished flipping 
them, rather than trying to eat as you cook 
or eating them cold when you are done. Not 
fun.
Classic Buttermilk Pancakes
2 cups all-purpose flour
2 teaspoons baking powder
1 teaspoon baking soda
1/2 teaspoon salt
3 tablespoons sugar
2 eggs, lightly beaten (or see step 2 for the 
fluffy method)
3 cups buttermilk
4 tablespoons butter, melted
 Heat the griddle or skillet to medium heat.
 
 Whisk together the flour, baking powder, 
baking soda, salt and sugar in a medium bowl. 
Add the eggs, buttermilk and melted butter 
and whisk just until combined.
 
 Brush the skillet with a little bit of butter. 
Pour about 1/4 cup of batter for each pan-
cake onto the griddle in round pools. Cook 
until bubbles start to form on top and the 
edges are becoming dry, then flip and cook 
the other side until golden.
 
 Repeat with remaining batter, storing the 
cooked pancakes in the oven to keep warm.
 Once you’ve achieved the perfect pan-
cake, the possibilities are endless for topping 
it. Here are a few of my favorite ideas:
 
Nutty Honey Butter – toast some of your 
favorite nuts and grind them in the food 
processor. Beat 4 tablespoons soft butter, 1 
tablespoon of honey and the ground nuts 
until smooth.
Orange Vanilla Butter Sauce – combine 1/2 
cup orange juice, 1/3 cup sugar, 1 teaspoon 
orange zest and 4 tablespoons of butter in 
a small saucepan and cook until melted and 
combined. Whisk in 1 teaspoon cornstarch 
and boil until slightly thickened, about five 
minutes. Remove from heat and whisk in 1/2 
teaspoon of vanilla.
Freshly sliced bananas and strawberries – 
dusted with powdered sugar.
Apples or pears – brushed with a little but-
ter and sprinkled with cinnamon and sugar, 
baked on a tinfoil lined baking sheet at 400 
degrees just until they get warm and soft, 
about 10 minutes.
– Jennelle Clark is a senior majoring in psy-
chology and minoring in art. She loves cook-
ing food, taking pictures of food and eating 




THOUGH PANCAKES ARE NORMALLY a breakfast food, they can be enjoyed any time of day. 
Also, a variety of toppings can change up a monotonous meal. JENNELLE CLARK photo
Publish: Research never ends
  -continued from page 4
on different research topics.
 Broadbent said research is an important aspect of the univer-
sity.
 “Research is often the catalyst for new technologies and new 
technologies often have an impact on jobs. We are think-tanks 
where new ideas blossom into new companies and jobs,” he said.
 Though Broadbent is currently not teaching due to his admin-
istrative duties, he continues to do research and still publishes 
frequently.   
 A list of recently published faculty-authored books on the 
USU Press website shows that professors have taken the idea to 
publish or perish seriously. Broadbent said that even with the 
pressure to publish, “you have to be self-motivated to be involved 
in research.”
– genevieve.draper@aggiemail.usu.edu
municated through their performances.
 The theater department is also putting together a new project 
that would provide students the opportunity to perform for the 
Cache Valley high school English classes.
 Dr. Matt Omasta, a theater education professor at Utah State, is 
working on a grant proposal to get funding for the project. Gabbitas 
said they want to go into each class six times for each play the high 
school students study. The theater majors will then teach the stu-
dents about theater and help them to learn to design sets, how to 
direct and act and create costumes.
 “It’s all in the planning stages, but we are hoping to get this proj-
ect going by next fall,” Gabbitas said. “We’re just waiting for funding 
because we want to get the very best students to come do it with us, 
and have really quality performances.”
 Ballif said the participating students hope the dramatic literature 
project will continue even after they leave.
 “It’s always interesting to see how other people interpret the text, 
even fellow theater students, and it changes the whole motive of a 
scene,” she said. “No one is static when they speak in real life, so if 
that’s how a play is being read, it’s not what the playwright wanted.”
 Gabbitas said she put the project together because she and the 
other theater students feel a responsibility to help people under-
stand what theater is all about.
 “Theater, literature, music, all of the humanities are so important 
because they provide a mirror for life,” she said. “They provide their 
audience with an opportunity for introspection, to look at their lives 
and the world through different eyes. That is why we do what we 
do.”
– kmarshall222@gmail.com
Theater: Branching to Logan
  -continued from page 4
An A ard for USU Employe s & Students
Weight Watcher a vocates, Amy Kitchenen
and Carolyn Krebs, both feel that Weight 
Watchers has not only been a way to lose 
weight but that it was a change in personal 
lifestyle. 
 Kitchen said, “ I am happy hat I joined
Weight Watchers. A lot of people think that 
it’s just a other one of ‘those diets’ but for 
me it really was a lifestyle change.” 
 She s id th t s had tried a lot of diff -
ent types of weight-loss routines in the past 
and nothing eally seemed to work. After 
seeing the success that s me of her friends 
had found with W ight W chers, Kitchen 
decided to join he p ogram on campus. She 
said, “Joining Weig t Watchers has been a 
really,really, great experience.”
    Krebs said, “ I decided that I couldn’t do it 
on my own and that I needed the group sup-
port and more accountability.” 
 With the h lp from her friend and co-
worker Peggy Copper, she said she feels she 
has been able to make her healthier lifestyle 
a habit. Krebs feels that the Weight Watchers 
program on campus is a great benefit. After 
trying Weight Watchers in town, she said the 
smaller group s ze at USU and e instructor 
makes all the diff rence in her exp rienc . 
    Kitch n said her he lthier lifestyle has 
affected every aspect of her life. 
 She said, “ A lot of what you do in you job 
is confidence in what you do and how you 
feel about yourself.” 
 She said this added boost of confidence is 
only one of the many side effects of her new 
lifestyle. She feels that by changing the way 
that she eats she has also changed  the way 
her family eats.  Kitchen said, “[ My experi-
ence with Weight Watchers has] changed my 
family’s lifestyle a little bit as well.”
    Krebs feels that being healthy can have a 
huge effect on a person’s ability to cope with 
stress whether it’s personal or work-related. 
 She said, “[Exercise] just changes your 
whole attitude.” Along with helping her cope 
with the stress of daily life Krebs feels like 
being healthy has allowed and encouraged 
her to do more. She said, “ [Exercise] really 
changes your attitude 
and makes you feel 
better. It als  makes 
you feel like y u’re 
doing something 
positive for yours lf.” 
    Kitc n’s advice 
for those who would 
like to make a 
change in their life-
style would be to 
“stick with it.” She 
said, “At first it’s very 
overwhelming and 
you feel like you’re never going to get there but, 
you do see a gradual change.”
    Krebs also advises that if a person “needs help 
getting back on track, [you] need to find someone 
that can help you get on track.” She feels that the 
key of becoming healthier is having someone else 
there to support you. 
    For those that would like to make a lifestyle 
change, Krebs and Kitchen feel that through set-
ting goals and helping each other you can become 
a healthier and happier person.
Watch for more awards each month!
For nominations, please contact:
caroline.shugart@usu.edu
March I spire Me Award 
Amy Kitchen, Carolyn Krebs
CHaSS Week event
Thursday, March 31:
Alumni Night Open House is 
in the Taggart Center, not the 




Where Utah Gets Engaged!
Surprise her with a solitaire…
let her choose the ring.
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Information gathered by Lauren Brothersen 
“Once I hid a 
giant furry spi-
der in my boss’ 
cabinet, so that 
when she opened 






“Peeing in my 
roomate’s fish 
tank.”
        




What was your best 
April Fools’ Day prank?
“I pour a packet of 
Kool-Aid behind 
the shower head, 
so when you turn 
the water on, it 
comes out a color.”
  
– Dane Hurst 
freshman
civil engineering
“My brother always 
puts a rubberband 
around the kitchen 
sink sprayer, and 








An awesome top 10 list for an awesome top 10 week
 Hey there, 
sports fans! 
Let me tell 
ya, it’s been 
one heck of a 
week, which 
is generally 
the case here 
on Earth. In 
fact, it’s been 
so interesting 
I figured I’d 
take a little time and share it with you.
 In that spirit, I give you the Top 10 Things I 
Found Awesome This Week. (That’s right, no 
overly articulate intro this time.)
10. “Spend a Day with Steve” is in full swing 
– I’m proud to say the response to my chal-
lenge in last week’s column has been pretty 
positive. I’ve already received several e-mails 
and Facebook comments, and to my luck 
nobody has yet to dig through my garbage 
and put candy bar wrappers in scrapbooks. 
You laugh, but it’s happened before – that is a 
different column for a different day.
 I’d still love to see more responses, so keep 
‘em coming! I may even throw in free dinner.
9. Ram Nation! – Any college basketball 
aficionado came just a few broccoli pieces 
worth of fiber from sincerely crapping them-
selves after this past weekend’s installment of 
the NCAA men’s basketball tournament.
 Among all the heartwarming and nail-bit-
ing stories, none were bigger than the rise of 
the Virginia Commonwealth Rams, who took 
heart, momentum and what has to be gallon 
upon gallon of Fierce Melon Gatorade and 
triumphed their way into the Final Four as 
an astounding 11th seed, posting the biggest 
underdog basketball story since, yep, you 
guessed it, “Air Bud.” Sure, the VCU thing 
actually happened, but, man, that golden 
retriever was friggin’ adorable.
 8. No Sheen Yapping – Lucky for the lot of 
us, and to many’s surprise, Charlie Sheen has 
rendered himself relatively quiet recently. The 
tiger’s bloodless tranquility has thus far been 
much appreciated, but I do have to say I’ve 
kind of missed the nonsense banter this past 
week. I even watched the first two “Major 
League” movies just to get my fill of Ricky 
Vaughn and his Indians changing baseball, 
or as the man himself might put it, “bi-come-
from-behind-winning.”
 7. Frosted Cheerios – I’m not sure how it 
happened, but my cereal-enthusiast heart 
experienced a miracle. I was helping clean up 
after a recent fundraiser on campus when the 
head of the event started passing out food for 
everyone to take home, and what was placed 
in my hands? None other than the sweet, 
legendary gem that is Frosted Cheerios – the 
cereal so quick that Florence Henderson even 
endorsed it.  
 I was so ecstatic you would’ve thought it 
was a box of Reptar Cereal. I could go all night 
about this, but let’s just say breakfast the next 
morning was quite the pajama party in my 
mouth. It would have been more like a rave 
party, but I was out of Pop Rocks.
 6. My 50-nugget warm up – That’s right, 
thanks to a surprise gift card from a friend, I 
made my first attempt at eating a complete 
load of chicken nuggets in one sitting. So 
far my best is at around 40 of the 50 my 
card allowed me to have.  And if you’re one 
to see what more I can accomplish in the 
feats of poultry, then stay tuned for the first 
ever Logan-based “Man vs. Food,” coming in 
April.
 5. Five golden RIIIINGS! Sorry. I’ve just 
always wanted to do that.
 4. Spring is here – Amid the discerning 
weather outside, spring has finally come upon 
us, which means a whole lot more positive 
things than the entire student body leaving 
for the weekend to attend the “Festival of 
Colors,” or as I call it, the “One Stop Facebook 
Profile Picture Shop.” I’d explain what else to 
look forward to this spring, but I need to finish 
scraping ice off my windshield.
 3. Nectarines - Ever had one? Then you 
know why they are on this list.
 2. Kicking fierce tail on my accounting 
exam – Does anything make a week better 
than getting a sick-like-trickly awesome score 
on a test? I think not! My ace on last week’s 
accounting exam was as much of a relief 
as I’m sure that janitor guy felt at the end of 
“Rudy.”
 I’m not one to be too morally sound in 
these articles, but for your own good, make 
sure to study hard, because upstanding aca-
demic scores sure beat spending countless 
hours playing “Robot Unicorn Attack,” though 
I’m sure my roommate debate the issue.
 1. Ram Nation! – What an amazing victory 
by the Rams of VCU as they defeated the… 
wait… did I bring this one up already? Oh. Eh, 
who cares? It’s March.
– Think you’re Steve’s biggest fan? E-mail steve.
schwartzman@aggiemail.usu.edu or find him 
on Facebook to enter the ‘Spend a Day with 
Steve’ campaign, going on now through April.
Steve Schwartzman
Just a few 
laughs
Uganda: Students purchase boxes
     -continued from page 4
 Following the film, in con-
junction with Kony closing in 
on 25 years of having created 
and led the LRA, Invisible 
Children invited USU stu-
dents to pay a minimum of 
$25 per month to support the 
cause, as they do following 
every film showing across the 
country.
 Students were also invited 
to pay $25 to purchase a cam-
paign box, including a t-shirt, 
dog tag and small cards that 
explain why those taking part 
are wearing the same shirt 
and not speaking that day. 
All contributors are encour-
aged to go silent for 25 hours 
on April 25, rather than be 
vocal about the issues. Boxes 
can be purchased online at 
www.invisiblechildren.com.
 The pro-activity, an effort 
that Roadie Tracy Spohn said 
can take up to 13 office hours 
per day, with tours twice per 
week, is an attribute that she 
said attracted her to the orga-
nization when she first saw 
one of its f ilms as a freshman 
in Seattle in 2006.
 “A lot of this is about 
integrity and relentlessness,” 
she said. “The whole goal of 
Invisible children is to stop 
a war in east Africa. We will 
not stop until we do it.”
 Their persistence and plea 
were felt by the members 
of the USU audience, which 
Aggies for Africa Director 
Erika Norton said with 
an estimated count of 200 
attendees, far outnumbered 
the expected count by doz-
ens.
 “It was empowering and 
really awesome to see that 
those three guys have made 
such an impact,” said Amy 
Flanders, a junior in speech 
communications.
 It’s a plan that junior Amy 
Nguyen said left her feeling 
motivated to serve others.
 “I know that I have been 
empowered and I want to 
help change lives,” she said. 
“I wish more people would 
know about it and come help 
end some of these stories.”
– rhett.wilkinson@aggiemail.
usu.edu
Spend a day with Steve!
E-mail him at steve.schwartzman@aggiemail.usu.edu
by April 15 to enter as Steve’s biggest fan
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Former Aggie thriving in new home across the sea
 This season’s Utah State 
meǹ s basketball team recently 
completed a thrilling run that 
included a 30-4 record – the 
best in school history – along 
with an NCAA tournament 
appearance and a no. 17 nation-
al ranking in the most recent 
ESPN/USA Today coaches poll 
March 13.
 Not a bad year, by anyone’s 
estimation.
 Another not-too-distant 
season, however, rivals the wave 
we were just privileged to ride 
all the way through WAC cham-
pionships in both the regular 
season and in the tournament 
in Las Vegas earlier this month.
    Just two seasons ago, in the 
2008-09 campaign, the Aggies 
finished 30-5, faced Marquette 
in the first round of the NCAA 
Tournament, and also won both 
the conference regular season 
and tournament titles. They 
likewise climbed as high as no. 
17 in the national coaches’ poll 
in early February.
    Much like the way this 
year’s seniors, such as Tai 
Wesley, Brian Green and Pooh 
Williams, led the team to great 
heights this season, no one was 
more pivotal to the success of 
Stew’s crew during that record-
setting season than a certain 
senior.
    Enter Gary Wilkinson, a 
6-9, 240-pound redhead who 
shoots the 3-pointer with regu-
lar success, rebounds with the 
best of ‘em and won the WAC 
Player of the Year Award dur-
ing that particular season, his 
second in Aggie blue. Today, 
he plays professionally for the 
New Zealand Breakers of the 
Australian National Basketball 
League (ANBL), averaging 16.1 
points and 9.1 rebounds per 
game. In October, he received 
an ANBL Player of the Week 
Award. He has been married for 
nearly five years to a one-time 
Aggie volleyball star, the former 
Jessica Petersen. The couple are 
expecting their first child, a boy, 
in May.
    By anyone’s estimation, that’s 
not too bad for a guy who didǹ t 
even graduate from high school.
 Wilkinson was a man with 
anything but a mission when he 
called SLCC head coach Norm 
Parrish in 2005 to ask about a 
tryout for a basketball scholar-
ship. The request came with a 
less-than-impressive playing 
resume, with nothing further 
than AAU ball in the eighth 
grade. Wilkinson did not play 
basketball at Bingham High 
after the then-6-4 15-year-old 
was asked to play forward, 
rather than guard. He refused.
 The demands continued to 
roll in for the high school senior. 
You know, demands like class 
and homework – such strains 
when offers like drinking and 
partying late with friends are 
also on the table.
 But those tables in 
Wilkinson’s out-of-control 
life quickly turned. In 2000, a 
friend of Wilkinson’s commit-
ted suicide after the school year 
had ended.
 “Those things happening, 
tragic experiences, make us 
question the path we’re on,” 
Wilkinson said. “That’s what 
it did for me. That made me 
question, ‘If I continue to do the 
things I do, will I end up in the 
same position?’”
 “All of my friends and every-
thing that was important was 
involved in drinking and drugs 
and that type of thing. I decided 
I wasn’t going to allow that to be 
part of my life,” he said.
 A friend of Wilkinson’s 
then introduced him to the 
LDS Church, which Wilkinson 
decided to join.
 “When the Church came 
into my life, it provided me with 
the structure to be successful,” 
he said.
 The conversion later 
prompted missionary service 
in Calgary, Canada, in 2003. 
When he returned, school was, 
for the first time in his life, on 
his list of priorities. A quick flip 
of the phone book landed him a 
call and a tryout before Parrish 
– but not before the Bruin coach 
learned of Wilkinson’s size.
 “I’d hate to say it, but if he 
By RHETT WILKINSON
staff writer
FORMER UTAH STATE MEN’S basketball player Gary Wilkinson makes a strong move to the hoop his senior year during the ope-
nining round of the NCAA Tournament against Marquette in 2009. Wilkinson now plays basketball for the New Zealand Breakers of the 
Australian National Basketball League. Statesman file photo
-See FORIEGN, page 8





 Every Wednesday night, the ten-
nis courts at the Logan Recreation 
Center are filled with Utah State 
students. The members of the USU 
tennis club come armed with rack-
ets and balls ready to practice a 
sport they love.
 Started by co-presidents Chris 
Lloyd and Mike Sheffield, the club 
quickly grew.
 “Mike had the idea,” said Lloyd. 
“We wanted to play competitively 
and varsity is something that we 
don’t have an option for right now.”
 The club began formal practice 
at the beginning of spring semester 
and already has garnered plenty 
of interest from students. The 
opportunity to continue playing 
competitively after high school has 
attracted more than 20 students 
since January.
 Competitive play is definitely 
something the club provides with 
weekend meets against colleges 
from five states. The meets, held 
mostly in Salt Lake City, offer a 
highly competitive environment 
that Lloyd says rivals varsity talent.
 “I’ve played some of the top 
kids in the world and this is pretty 
close,” Lloyd said of the level of play
    Sheffield agrees with Lloyd. The 
competition level is high but he says 
it is not at varsity level because they 
are unable to play as often.
 Lloyd has his share of tennis 
talent. He has had a racket in his 
hands since he was four years old, 
giving him plenty of time to build 
up his skill level. Playing during 
high school in New Jersey he was 
ranked 450th in the nation.
 Sheffield also has tennis talent. 
He has been playing the sport for 
12-15 years and hopes to continue 
playing for many more.
    Sheffield is the mastermind 
behind the USU tennis club and 
says that his main motivation for 
starting the club was simply that 
there was nothing like it here on 
campus.
 “I used to be on the club team 
at the University of Utah,” said 
Sheffield. “Then when I transferred 
up here they didn’t have one, but I 
knew there was a high level of inter-
est in tennis.”
 Even though Lloyd knew there 
was much interest in the sport, he 
was still surprise by the amount of 
people who have joined the club.
 “The amount of interest and the 
talent of the players is impressive.” 
Lloyd said.
 The Utah State tennis club has 
representatives from all four class 
ranks including a graduate student, 
all of whom are looking to play 
competitively and develop their 
skills.
 For Toban Knight, the club 
provides a chance to learn the 
sport.  Knight, a native of British 
Columbia, Canada, came to Utah 
State for the Geology department 
and picked up tennis on a whim.
THE USU TENNIS CLUB has experienced quite a successful season and hope to build on that momentum. The club 
participates with the best of the best throughout the local Universities. Photo courtesy Toban Knight
By MEREDITH KINNEY
staff writer
-See CLUB, page 8
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Single and Pregnant?
A Call for Help
Explore your options.
We’re here to listen.
We’re here to help.
FREE confidential services 
available to all.
175 W. 1400 N., Suite A , Logan175 W. 1400 N., Suite A, Logan





 LOGAN, Utah – Utah 
State’s volleyball team will 
compete in three tourna-
ments this spring, to go 
along with a single match 
on the USU campus, Aggie 
head coach Grayson DuBose 
announced Tuesday.
  Utah State will begin its 
spring schedule on Saturday, 
April 2 at a tournament 
hosted by Utah, before play-
ing in a tournament hosted 
by Utah Valley on Saturday, 
April 9. USU will then host 
Utah in a scrimmage on 
Wednesday, April 13 in the 
Dee Glen Smith Spectrum, 
before concluding its spring 
schedule at a tournament 
hosted by Idaho State on 
Saturday, April 16.
  Utah State returns three 
starters and six letterwin-
ners from last year’s team 
that went 24-9 and advanced 
to the NCAA Tournament 
for the fourth time in school 
history. USU finished in 
third-place in the Western 
Athletic Conference with a 
9-7 league mark and then 
won its first-ever WAC 
Tournament title as it defeat-
ed Nevada (3-1), New Mexico 
State (3-2) and No. 3 Hawaii 
(3-0) in the championship 
match.
  Leading the way for Utah 
State in 2011 will be senior 
outside hitter Liz McArthur 
(St. George, Utah/Snow 
Canyon HS) who earned 
honorable mention All-
American honors following 
her junior season as she 
finished the year ranking 
first in the WAC in service 
aces per set (0.33), third in 
kills per set (4.00) and third 
in points per set (4.59).  
Nationally, she ranked 32nd 
in points and 34th in kills.
  McArthur also earned 
first-team all-WAC honors 
as a junior, was named the 
Most Valuable Player of the 
2010 WAC Tournament, 
and received Academic 
All-District VIII third-
team accolades from the 
College Sports Information 
Directors of America 
(CoSIDA)
  Joining McArthur as 
returning starters for Utah 
State in 2011 is a pair 
of junior hitters in Shay 
Sorensen (North Ogden, 
Utah/Weber HS) and 
Josselyn White (Smithfield, 
Utah/Sky View HS), as 
Sorensen joined McArthur 
on the 2010 WAC All-








 Score two for the little guys.
 As if last year’s incredible run to the 
Final Four from Butler wasn’t impressive 
enough, the Bulldogs have delivered an 
encore performance in 2011, despite losing 
their best player from a year 
ago when Gordon Hayward 
decided to leave for the NBA 
after his sophomore season. 
In my opinion, Hayward was 
the best player in all of col-
lege basketball at this time 
last year, so one can only 
imagine and dream of the 
impact he might have had on 
Butler’s team had he returned 
for this season, but Matt Howard, Shelvin 
Mack and company didn’t seem to let 
Hayward’s loss phase them the slightest 
bit when tournament time rolled around 
again this year.
 Butler isn’t alone this time around 
though. This year there is no lone repre-
sentative from a mid-major conference in 
the Final Four. This year half of the Final 
Four consists of mid-major schools.
 Enter the Rams of Virgina 
Commonwealth.
 Considering that in the past 20 years 
prior to last weekend, there had only 
been four instances of teams from outside 
the big six conference cracking the Final 
Four, the fact that two non-BCS schools 
just made the final four only lends more 
evidence to the idea that the playing field 
across college sports is leveling itself out, 
despite whatever perceptions the national 
media, experts or casual fans may have 
about whether or not the little schools can 
hang with the big boys.
 In years past, any time a mid-major 
cracked the Final Four, it was looked at as 
a fluke. A cute little run put together by 
a school that everybody underestimated 
until reality finally caught up to them 
when it really counted.
 Last year Butler changed that. Last year 
Butler showed that they can take a peren-
nial power like Duke all the way to the 
wire.
 This year hasn’t been much different 
either. This year’s Virginia Commonwealth 
team has already been thoroughly battle-
tested throughout the tournament, start-
ing off as one of eight teams in the play-in 
games, beating a No. 6 and No. 3 through 
its first two games, and eventually domi-
nating No. 1 seeded Kansas to earn their 
spot in the Final Four.
 All things aside from how awesome 
that all of this has been to watch as a col-
lege basketball fan, the actual meaning of 
it runs a lot deeper than just a few upsets 
and a magical run. With two teams crack-
ing the Final Four just one year removed 
from Butler’s run of 2010, 
this kind of thing isn’t a 
fluke anymore. This kind 
of thing will probably start 
happening more and more 
as teams from the smaller 
schools realize that a Final 
Four bid is much more of 
an attainable goal for them 
rather than something that 
might just come through a 
million-to-one run of luck through the big 
dance.
 On the flip side of that, I don’t see the 
perception of perpetual supremacy from 
the power-conference teams going any-
where anytime soon. If they want to con-
tinue treating the Butlers and VCUs of the 
world like they are inferior, I say let them. 
It only makes it that much easier for the 
mid-majors to ramp their intensity level 
to something above and beyond what 
the big boys can handle or even rebound 
from if they come into a game with low-
ered expectations about a mid-majors 
capabilities to beat them.
 While the idea of an all-mid-major 
championship game won’t happen just 
yet, this will be the second year that a mid-
major will be among the final two teams 
standing, with Butler and VCU squaring 
off Saturday. From there, anything can 
happen. Each team has knocked off seeds 
as high or higher already this than what 
they’d face in the championship game. 
With more chances and opportunities for 
these small conference teams to play in 
the Final Four, one of them is bound to 
rock the foundation of the college basket-
ball world eventually and win it all.
 This year one of either Butler or VCU 
will have that chance. This could epito-
mize the term “epic win” for all the mid-
majors of the world.
Matt Sonnenberg is a senior majoring in 
print journalism. Matt is an avid fan of 
Aggie athletics and can be found on the 
front row of every home football and 
basketball game. He can also be reached 
at matt.sonn@aggiemail.usu.edu.
Shout out to the little man
were 6-2, I probably never would have 
invited him to go play,” Parrish said.
 “If you’re disciplined enough to do (a 
mission) for two years, you’re disciplined 
to handle most anything,” Parrish said. “I 
didn’t think I was taking much of a risk 
as far as baggage. It kind of erased the 
dropout.”
 At SLCC, Wilkinson was both an 
NJCAA honorable-mention All-America 
and a two-time academic All-America. 
He met Jessica there, as well; she was 
planning on attending Utah State on the 
volleyball scholarship.
 Brian Green, who played at SLCC with 
Wilkinson as a freshman for one season 
before transferring to Logan himself, 
valued the brief time he got to be the big 
man’s teammate.
 ”I learned a lot from Gary just watch-
ing how hard he worked,” Green said.
 He said Wilkinson personally called 
to encourage him to attend Utah State 
when he considered Morrill’s offer 
among many others.
 “He hated losing and had a lot of pas-
sion and competitiveness, and was just a 
more mature kid coming off a mission.”
 Green is planning on leaving on his 
own missionary service this summer. 
But before that time comes, Green said 
he thinks he will be able to play some 
pickup games with Wilkinson in May, 
after the ANBL season ends and the 
Wilkinson family returns to Logan for 
the summer.
 When Utah State found Wilkinson, 
Aggie coaches didn’t worry about his 
troubled past.
 “Norm (Parrish) probably had a few 
reservations,” Utah State assistant Tim 
Duryea said. “When we recruited him, 
we had absolutely zero.”
 Since his stellar two-year career in 
Logan, Wilkinson said his life since 
graduating has been “nonstop.” The tour 
has involved stints with teams in South 
Korea and Greece.
 Such a trip has involved some adjust-
ments.
 “Driving on the opposite side of the 
road has taken some getting used to,” he 
said. “They don’t always have the same 
food choices. The culture is a lot more 
laid back, which I love.”
    Jessica said she has loved the overseas 
experience for a variety of reasons.
 “I have loved being able to be 
immersed within the culture of these 
countries and live among the people rath-
er than just visit in as a ‘tourist,’” Jessica 
said. “It lends itself to a totally different 
experience. The people we have met and 
the beauties of the world that we have 
had the opportunity to see never ceases 
to amaze me.”
 It’s all a fairy-tale story so far for the 
soon-to-be-mother, she said.
 “Sometimes I wake up and pinch 
myself thinking, ‘Oh my gosh, I live in 
New Zealand,’” she said. “Even though 
being so far from home and the familiar-
ity that goes with being back in Utah can 
be difficult sometimes, I am definitely 
grateful for the many places that basket-
ball has taken our little family.”
 His international playing career has 
been sandwiched by a number of sum-
mer NBA workouts, including looks from 
the Los Angeles Lakers, Sacramento 
Kings and Golden State Warriors, as well 
as a summer league with the Utah Jazz.
 The post player also hopes to play ball 
as long as possible, in accordance with 
what is best for his wife and new child.
 “It is hard to anticipate how long I will 
play,” he said. “I just try to focus on what 
I am doing now and let the other things 
take care of themselves. I would like to 
play as long as it is what is best for our 
family.”
 Not that the professional atmosphere 
has removed him from a period of time 
that Wilkinson considers choice.
 “USU was one of the major highlights 
of our lives together thus far for Jessica 
and myself,” said Wilkinson.
 Jessica said, “Enjoy every second 
of it and cherish even those bad days 
when you are late for class and trudging 
through the snow. That time in your 
life goes so fast. There is so much to be 
enjoyed.”
 And then there’s that whole atmo-
sphere at a certain location on the north 
end of campus.
 “The student section in the Spectrum 
will always stick out to me as one of the 
greatest sporting venues in the world,” 
Wilkinson said.
 It’s one sweet stop on what has been 







Foriegn: One of USU men’s basketball finest playing abroad
-continued from page 7
Tennis: Little-known club gaining student participation
-continued from page 7
 “One of my best friends 
got me into it,” Knight said. 
“His dad was a tennis coach 
and we just played one day 
and I fell in love.”
 Although he has only 
been playing for two years, 
Knight says he takes every 
opportunity he can to get out 
on the court. Knight credits 
instruction from his friends 
and tennis club as factors in 
his development as a player.
 “It’s like my life force,” 
Knight said. “There’s noth-
ing that gets me as excited 
down here in Logan as the 
tennis club. It keeps me going 
throughout the week.”
 Like Knight, Jun Han came 
to Utah State from another 
country and has recently 
picked up tennis. Han said 
he’s always liked the look of 
the game but only decided to 
pick up the sport two years 
ago. Since then he’s taken les-
sons to make his play more 
fundamentally sound.
 The lessons have helped 
him realize his passion for 
the game.
 “I got to know what it is 
and I started liking it a lot 
more.” Han said.
 A passion for the sport 
is something that all the 
members of the club share.  
Lauren Howell says she 
joined the club because she 
loves the sport and because 
she missed playing after com-
pleting high school.
 Howell said the tennis 
club gave her an opportunity 
to continue playing after high 
school.
 “I was playing so much 
that I started going through 
tennis withdrawals,” Howell 
said. “It was so much fun in 
high school that afterwards, I 
still wanted to play and I still 
wanted to play against com-
petitive people as well.”
 Howell turned to the ten-
nis club to curb her appetite 
for the sport and found it 
more than filled her desire 
for competition. Since many 
of the club’s opponents are 
former varsity players them-
selves, the level of play is 
definitely much higher than 
it was in high school.
 “It’s a lot better because 
you’re playing with guys too 
and they hit a lot harder,” 
said Howell.
 Howell sometimes com-
petes in mixed doubles com-
petition which allows guys 
and girls to compete together. 
She also said the skill level 
of the girls is much better as 
well.
 “Even the girls hit a lot 
harder because they are only 
the ones who want to contin-
ue playing after high school 
and who are competitive,” 
Said Howell.
 The USU tennis club com-
petes mostly in Salt Lake City 
facing clubs from schools 
such as Brigham Young 
University and Utah Valley 
University. The tournaments, 
held on the weekends, give 
the members opportunity to 
show off their skills.
 This past weekend the 
club went head to head with 
BYU, UVU and Westminster 
College.  The Aggies came 
out strong beating BYU and 
barely losing to UVU by a 
few points, some of the best 
teams in the area.
 Lloyd said that the club is 
also looking to have a home 
meet in Logan sometime 
soon and encourages anyone 
interested to come out and 
play.
 “We’re committed to play-
ing competitively and helping 
to improve everyone’s game 
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 When it comes to matters 
pertaining to our economy, 
our government has taken 
the irresponsible approach 
to both individual freedom 
and economic prosperity. 
Instead of believing in the 
free market to solve for our 
economic problems, the 
government instead has 
interjected itself as the absolute know-all on human 
behavior. Our politicians have insisted and are continu-
ing to insist that they know what is best for us and our 
economy.
 We would be fools to fall for such a notion again.
 We constantly hear from elected officials about how 
important it is for the government to focus on creating 
jobs. Almost all the candidates that ran in this last election 
put job creation as their number-one priority. Most don’t 
even understand how the economy works, much less the 
negative economic consequences to what they are pro-
posing.
 We should not blame our intelligent politicians how-
ever. During times of economic hardships, it is we the 
people who turn to the government for help. We fall on 
our knees and beg the government to stop the pain, to 
end what is now being known as the Great Recession. This 
OurView
Stop whatever you’re doing. Go to www.usdebtclock.org. You’re going to see a lot of numbers. Shocked yet? Okay, now 
breathe.
 It’s no secret our country is in debt. Anyone 
remember the Recession? It was defined by 
job loss, inflation, government spending, mil-
lions of foreclosures and a rising personal 
debt. The national debt was in the spotlight 
for much of the last decade but this massive 
beast has been growing almost the whole 
life-span of America.
 Now, as 20-something-year-old college stu-
dents, we are being told to prepare because 
we will have to deal with it. Years of bad bud-
geting and we have to deal with it.
 The debt per citizen is more than $45,000. 
The debt per taxpayer is more than $128,000. 
Now, consider how many of us paid taxes 
this year. The following statistic was given at 
www.thedebtweowe.com:
 “If you were alive when Christ was born 
and you spent one million dollars every single 
day since that point, you still would not have 
spent one trillion dollars by now.”
 The dollar is losing value. We’re relying on 
foreign lenders (thank you China, Japan and 
oil exporters). In 2008 there was a $410 bil-
lion deficit, meaning the government spent 
$410 billion it didn’t have. Oprah had her 
debt diet. By 2011, we’ve accrued over $10 
trillion in national debt. Great way to start the 
new decade.
 How is it fair that we have to pay for wars 
and bills and funds which won’t affect or help 
us? How is it right that we didn’t get to cast 
our vote for those budgetary decisions hurt-
ing us now? How can we be expected to fix 
this? We’re still children.
 The fact is, we can’t change the deficit; at 
least not over night and probably not in the 
next 10 years. It will take generations of fiscal 
concern and responsible spending to bring 
our country back to good financial standing. 
What we can do, as students and voters, is be 
more aware. Be aware of how your personal 
debt can be lowered. If you can’t afford it, go 
without. Don’t expect to live a lavish life dur-
ing college – you’re supposed to be broke. 
Get to know the legislation. Vote responsi-
bly. Be proactive. Save your money. It may 
hurt now, but it’s nothing compared to the 
collapse of an economy which could be pre-
vented.
 Here’s the bottom line: We’re in trouble, 
but we’re not dead yet. Students of USU, be 
responsible. Let’s not fall in the same habits 
as our parents. If it’s our problem, let’s start 
working on it now. We can’t be lazy and hope 
our wobbly tower of cards doesn’t fall while 
we’re alive. We can’t hide our faces. Let’s 
look directly in the face of our national debt 
and say “bring it.” It’s up to us, for better or 
worse. 
































•  Letters should be lim-
ited to 400 words.
•  All letters may be 
shortened, edited or 
rejected for reasons 
of good taste, redun-
dancy or volume of 
similar letters.
•  Letters must be 
topic oriented. They 
may not be directed 
toward individuals. 
Any letter directed to 
a specific individual 
may be edited or not 
printed.
•  No anonymous let-
ters will be published. 
Writers must sign all 
letters and include a 
phone number or e-
mail address as well 
as a student identifica-
tion number (none of 
which is published). 
Letters will not be 
printed without this 
verification.
•  Letters representing 
groups — or more 
than one individual 
— must have a sin-
gular representative 
clearly stated, with all 
necessary identifica-
tion information.
•  Writers must wait 21 
days before submit-
ting successive letters 
— no exceptions.
•  Letters can be hand 
delivered or mailed 
to The Statesman in 
the TSC, Room 105, 
or can be e-mailed to 
statesman@aggiemail.
usu.edu, or click on 
www.utahstatesman.
com for more letter 
guidelines and a box 
to submit letters. 
Online poll
Do you already have 
health insurance?
Yes, I’m on my par-
ents’.
Yes, I have my own.
No, I’m young and 
invincible.
Visit us on the Web at
www.utahstatesman.
com
to cast your vote and 






Hey, leave our 
market alone
-See MARKET, page 10




i n c r e d i b l y 
i n t e r e s t i n g 
man named 
Christopher 
H i t c h e n s . 
Hitchens has 
been a col-
umnist for “Vanity Fair” and “Free Inquiry,” 
and has written a number of books, including 
the highly controversial “God is Not Great.” 
Hitchens seems to have a knack for offending 
people and doesn’t mind doing so; he states 
his irreverent opinions in a clear, confident 
manner and is derisively hilari-
ous.
 The thing I find most interest-
ing about Hitchens is this: He 
is dying of terminal esophageal 
cancer, and does not believe 
in any form of God. A favorite 
euphemism of many deists is 
the widely used, “No such thing 
as an atheist in a foxhole;” but 
in Hitchens’ case this does not 
seems to be so. Hitchens is a 
propagator of “New Atheism,” 
which is defined by CNN as “… 
a belief that religion should not 
simply be tolerated but should be countered, 
criticized and exposed by rational argument 
wherever its influence arises.”
 Whether or not religion has been a long-
time source of violence, bigotry and hatred 
cannot be debated; it is clearly so. However, 
there are some interesting points that Hitchens 
makes against not only religion, but the exis-
tence of God.
 He states that first and foremost, the bur-
den of proof for God’s existence lies on the 
backs of the believers. Talking to someone 
that you can’t see is often considered a sign 
of psychological illness; in religion, it is com-
monplace. And because you can’t see, hear, 
taste, smell or touch God, there is literally no 
scientific evidence of his existence. It is far eas-
ier to defend that God does not exist, simply 
because there is no proof for such a being.
 Secondly, an argument commonly held 
as evidence in favor of God’s existence is 
the intricate order of the world in which we 
live: the complexity of the human eye is com-
monly described as a design that could only 
have been brought about by divine creation. 
However, Hitchens believes that our world 
is as imperfect as it is complicated. It is only 
suitable for some life, on some parts, some 
of the time. And while we are living here in 
relative comfort for now, we can see with our 
complex eyes innumerable stars, constella-
tions, and galaxies following the Second Law 
of Thermodynamics and falling into complete 
entropy. Our own galaxy is on a collision 
course with the Andromeda galaxy and our 
sun will eventually enter a red giant phase and 
either swallow the earth or boil its atmosphere 
away. Observable matter is now only 4 per-
cent of the universe; eventually, everything will 
disappear.
 “Some design, isn’t it?” Hitchens asks.
 The third and most thought-provoking 
argument Hitchens makes is that whether or 
not there is in fact a divine being dictating the 
workings of our lives, we could 
expect things to be exactly the 
same as they are now if there 
was no God. Things seem to 
happen according to completely 
random chance: Sometimes they 
are in our favor, sometimes not. 
“Bad things” consistently hap-
pen to “good people,” and vice 
versa. No matter how often you 
pray, fast or study scripture, the 
people you love will pass away, 
as will you, as will I. Sometimes 
people will recover from esoph-
ageal cancer; sometimes they 
won’t.
 I must acknowledge that I am biased: One 
of the most powerful tools I have seen used 
for negative influence and pressure is religion, 
and I therefore subscribe to no religion at all. 
I cannot bring myself to believe in the human 
idea of God, or the definition any belief sys-
tem gives to it. I would not be so arrogant as to 
say I know that there is or isn’t a God, because 
there is no way to prove either argument. I 
hope there is more; I hope that after I pass 
away, I can remain with my family and find 
happiness in whatever may come. However, 
I think we need to be prepared to accept 
that perhaps there is no ultimate meaning to 
life, and that we simply settle into dust when 
we die. Instead of using religion as a crutch 
on which to lay the difficult aspects of life 
that cannot be explained, we must use logic 
and reason to come to an understanding of 
all things, insomuch as our limited brains will 
allow us. Besides, if we die and that is the end, 
it won’t really matter to us anyway, will it?
Liz emery is a senior majoring in English with 
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is why you see so many politicians running 
on a platform of job creation and govern-
ment intervention into the economy. It 
is we the people who are begging to be 
screwed.
 If there’s a group of people who don’t 
understand jack about the economy, it’s the 
American people. I believe that in order to 
survive during these economic times, the 
public must begin educating themselves 
about how our economy should work. We 
must dispose of the belief that government 
intervention is justified because somehow 
it works. When elected officials state that 
the government can indeed create jobs, 
they are relying on an outdated and fal-
lacy-ridden economic theory known as 
Keynesian economics.
 Keynesian economics is the belief that 
if the government spends money in the 
economy, that will in turn lead to econom-
ic growth. The theory follows like this. The 
government borrows money and spends it 
in the economy. This money is circulated 
and as a result, the economy grows. The 
problem is that this theory suffers from a 
glaring logical fallacy.
 In order to spend money, the gov-
ernment must first somehow attain it. 
Government is not a business. It cannot 
work to attain a profit. In order to fund 
any sort of government program, the gov-
ernment must first take that 
money from the people. It’s 
inherently insane to believe 
that if we take money from 
the people and then give it 
back to them, that motion will 
somehow kick start the econ-
omy. It makes as much sense 
as moving a hundred dollar 
bill from your left hand to your 
right hand, and saying that 
you’re now richer. The perfect 
example is the stimulus pack-
ages.
 President Obama and 
President Bush injected almost 
a trillion dollars into our econo-
my in 2008 and 2009. So what 
do we have to show for it? We 
have unemployment still stuck near 10 per-
cent, housing prices are still dropping, our 
overall net worth has decreased and we 
are still stuck in this painful recession. How 
do Keynesian economists respond? They 
claim that we need to spend even more 
money on an even bigger stimulus pack-
age! Though that may seem just downright 
silly, by having the people tell their politi-
cians that they need to cre-
ate jobs, we end up moving 
down that Keynesian route.
 But, if we are to adhere 
to the principles of the free 
market and to embrace indi-
vidual freedom, we will move 
beyond this recession stron-
ger than ever.
 I believe that the govern-
ment should focus on elimi-
nating economic barriers 
instead of putting them up. 
The government should not 
impose moral law into the 
marketplace. If an employer 
wants to discriminate against 
women or a certain racial 
group, I believe they should 
be allowed to do so and the market will 
respond accordingly.
 The government should not tax corpo-
rations and businesses at a higher rate. 
We should never punish productivity with 
higher taxes nor should we look down 
at the rich simply because they are rich. 
Perhaps most importantly of all, the gov-
ernment must stop spending in areas it 
need not be.
 We should cease all funding for groups 
such as National Public Radio, Planned 
Parenthood and most foreign aid, imme-
diately. Such crucial services can and will 
be provided by the private market. If those 
services fail to generate enough revenue, 
then it will become apparent that society 
does not want those items and as such 
should not be forced to pay for them.
 The free market must be allowed to 
move in whatever direction the consumer 
wants. This way money is spent most 
efficiently and will bring us out of this 
recession faster. By allowing the course of 
events to run out, we will all be better in 
the long run. 
Justin Hinh is a sophomore majoring in 
political science and the president of the 
College Libertarians. He can be reached at 
justintsn10@gmail.com.
Market: Productivity should not be punished by taxes and regulations
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“If an employer 
wants to discrim-
inate against 
women or a 
certain racial 
group, I believe 
they should 
be allowed to 
do so and that 
the market will 
respond accord-
ingly.”
Congress needs to address colleges’ choices
For-profit colleges have successful-ly marketed a compelling story in which they star front and center as 
benevolent purveyors of the American 
dream through education and gainful 
employment.
 The reality is the complete opposite. 
Former students testified before a U.S. 
Senate oversight committee this month 
about exorbitant tuition costs and unful-
filled promises of good jobs. One student 
spoke of completing a program in video-
game design and ending up in the video 
games section of a Toys R Us.
 Solutions include tougher gainful-
employment rules crafted by the federal 
Department of Education. A key part of 
the rules requires colleges to consid-
er whether students will actually earn 
enough to repay their loans. For-profit 
career colleges enroll about 10 percent 
of all students but account for 25 percent 
of federal student aid and 48 percent of 
all federal student loan defaults. Huge 
profits are made on federal aid; student 
success is secondary.
 The new rules have run into trouble. 
The House passed a bill preventing the 
Education Department from enforc-
ing the rules. Similar legislation is in the 
Senate.
 Washington Sens. Patty Murray and 
Maria Cantwell must be part of the effort 
blocking the legislation, an unabashed 
end run around accountability mea-
sures.
 Federal rules already require career 
education programs receiving federal 
student aid to prepare students for “gain-
ful employment in a recognized occupa-
tion.” But enforcement was based on 
an honor system, in which institutions 
checked a box.
 The new rules add clarity and struc-
ture, but they aren’t as tough as career 
colleges are proclaiming. They would 
deem a career program ineligible for fed-
eral student aid only if less than 35 per-
cent of students are repaying their loans.  
 For-profit institutions have dispatched 
scores of lobbyists to Congress to gin up 
sympathy for their argument that tougher 
rules decrease educational choices. No, 
just the toxic ones.
This editorial appeared in the Seattle 
Times on Monday, March 28.
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Alphatraz: Locking Out 
Domestic Violence” Apr. 6-8, 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. on the TSC Patio 
Members of Alpha Chi Omega 
will “arrest” your friends and 
put them in a jail cell on the 
TSC patio for $3 for a warrant 
of your choice. Help bail out 
your friends for $10. Prisoners 
can raise bail any creative way 
possible. Although we will not 
force anyone to be in our jail 
or raise bail, we are asking for 
everyone’s help in this fight 
against domestic violence!
The Huntsman School of 
Business is teaming up with 
Renegade Sports in a cloth-
ing drive for families in Cache 
Valley. We will be at Lee’s on 
Apr. 2 collecting clothes. With 
your donation, you will get a 
voucher for free mini golf at 
Renegade Sports on Apr. 8, 9, 
or 11. Mini golf, food, and live 
bands all while helping families 
in the Valley!
Dr. Nathan Geer of the Utah 
State University Mathematics 
and Statistics Department will 
speak at 3:30 p.m. Mar. 31, in 
LIB 164. He will speak on “The 
Colored Jones Polynomial.” The 
public is welcome to attend.
Come to the staged production 
of Dr. Horrible’s Sing-Along 
Blog is presented by the Theatre 
Student Association Mar. 30 
at 7:30 p.m. in the Blackbox 
Theatre in the Chase Fine Arts 
Center. Tickets are $5 and $3 for 
TSA members.
On Mar. 30 from 7-10 p.m. in 
the TSC Auditorium there will 
be a benefit concert for USUs 
SEED program. The bands that 
will be performing are The 
Old World formerly Matt Ben 
Jackson, Welcome to the Woods, 
and American Attic. Cost will 
be $5 in advance and $7 at the 
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You need to know....
- Book Drive, TSC or Business Building
- Fringe Film Festival: Call for Entries
- Visualize the Debt, TSC
- Spring Runoff Conference, Eccles 
Conference Center
- Innovation and Invention Day, Haight 
Alumni Center, 9 a.m.
- Body Image Workshop, TSC, 10:30 p.m.
- USU Mediation Club, TSC 335, 12 p.m.
- Library Faculty Author Exhibition, 
Library, 4 p.m.
- Reuse, Reduce, Recycle Auction, 6 p.m.
- SEED Benefit Concert, TSC 
Auditorium, 7 p.m.
- Dr. Horrible’s Sing-Along Blog, Black 
Box Theatre, 7:30 p.m.
- Beat & Slam Poetry Night, TSC, 6:30 
p.m.
- String Chamber Music Recital, 
Performance Hall, 7:30 p.m
- Rock Climbing, Rock Haus, 6 p.m.
- Fringe Film Festival Entries due
- National Conf. on Undergrad Research
- Distress Tolerance Workshop, TSC, 
11:30 a.m.
- Weight Watcher Class, TSC, 11:45 a.m.
- Graduate Student Symposium, TSC, 9 
a.m.
- FREE Fitness Assessments, HPER, 12 
p.m.
- Classified Employee Luncheon, TSC, 
12 p.m.
- English Dept. Seminar, RWEST 306, 
3 p.m.
- Speaker Nathan Geer, LIB 164, 3:30 
p.m.
- Mindfulness Workshop, TSC, 4 p.m.
- Medical Unity Club, 4:30 p.m.
- Thinking About Accounting? BUS, 7 
p.m.
Today’s Issue
Today is Wednesday, 
March 30, 2011. Today’s 
issue of The Utah 
Statesman is published 
especially for Ryan 
Marcey, a freshman 
majoring in archaeology 
from Gaylord, Michigan.
Weather
High: 47° Low: 41°
Skies: Rain and 
snow.
Today in History: 
In 1981, President 
Ronald Reagan is shot 
in the chest outside 
a Washington, D.C., 
hotel by a deranged 
drifter named John 
Hinckley Jr.
Almanac
 Women in Medicine 5K 
Fundraiser Apr. 2. The race 
begins on the sidewalk directly 
east of the HPER building. The 
first place runner will get a gift 
card for 10 free meals through 
USU dining. Second and third 
place runners will also receive 
prizes. Registration is day-of and 
is $10. All proceeds go to Women 
in Science and Medicine and will 
be used for educational and ser-
vice-related projects. Free parking 
is available in the Spectrum park-
ing lot.
 The following are upcoming 
events held at the Performance 
Hall: Cypress String Quartet 
on Mar. 31 at 7:30 p.m. Caine 
Woodwind Quintet on Apr. 11 at 
7:30 p.m. Big Band Jazz Concert 
on April 12 at 7:30 p.m.
 Our Living With Wildlife 
service project group wants to 
hear about your coyote and cougar 
sightings, etc. around campus 
and throughout Cache Valley. Tell 
us what you’ve seen, heard and 
found. Through your accounts we 
hope to be able to both inform 
and protect the public while liv-
ing with wildlife in a positive way. 
Contact us via email: cachepreda-
torsusu@hotmail.com.
 Be part of a world record. April 
8 at 7 p.m. in the Spectrum Sports 
for Seed is aiming to break the 
world record for the world’s larg-
est “knockout” (lightning, bump, 
speed) basketball game ever 
played. Tickets are $3 in advance 
and $5 at the door. All proceeds 
go to SEED. Tickets will be sold 
around campus the week of the 
event.
 The fifth annual beat.slam.
uncensored  will be held April 
1, 6:30 pm, at the USU Ballroom, 
featuring Intikana, with beat and 
slam poetry performances by USU 
students. Admission price of $7 
in advance includes hot beverages 
and ceramic mugs custom-made 
for the event by artists from the 
USU Ceramics Guild. Purchase 
tickets at the USU Writing Center, 
University Inn, True Aggie Café 
downtown, or online at beatslam-
tickets.usu.edu.
